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 BENFAMIN BIRDs 
Ienorance, Folly, &c. 


By him dedicated tq his Ingenious and very Loving 
Friend, Mr. William Clap of Abbots Waotton: 


. Olomon gives an account of one that is wiſer it 

his own- Conceit than 7 Men, that can render 

a Reaſon; anu tells us, there is more Hopes of 

a Fool than ofhim : And alfo aptly faith, 4 whip 

© > for 4 horſe, a bridle for an aſs, and 4 rod for the 

Fool's back, But when by many fir Compariſons he hath 

ſer him forth, and ſhewn how unfit he: is to ſend a 

Meſſage by, declares, the great God tharformed all things 

'. -WuUl both reward the» Fool and Tranſgreſſors. And 

* therefore I doubt nor bur he will reward him whoſe Fol- 

| Ty and Conteir, Pride and Enmity hath brought hini ra 

that Pirch, to account others ignorant and nonſenſical, anf 

himſelf a great Diſcoverer ; which indeed I mult grant 

he.is of his own Folly, &c. And becauſe I am not 
willing any ſhould rake this upon my Authority only, 

ſhall offer the following Conſiderations, and leave it to 
the truly wiſe and judicious ro deXrmine. "Py 

- I. Confidering whar Solomon ſaith; It 1s an honour for 4 
man to ceaſe from ſtrife, but every fool will bemeddling. 

And again, He that meddleth with ſtrife, belonging not 

to bim, is like one that taketh a dog by the ears, and as 4 

mad-man, who caſteth fire-brands, arrows and death, 


| Prov. 26, 15. | 
11, Now 
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\. Bur if his Conceit (which is generally a Companion 
of Folly) was ſo great that. the Quakers Book could nor 
be effectually anſwered til] he had term'd 2 of themNon- 
ſenfical ; I muft confeſs his Conceit have exceeded his 
Proofs. Thus much to his Folly. And now as to his 
Pride ; ler him confider what Solomon faith, He that is 
of a.proud heart ftirreth up ſtrife ; and, if the ſcorner was 
caſt- out, ſtrife would ceaſe. And as little Senſe as he c- 


* ſteems-the Quakers ro have, they can by his Pamphler . 


diſcern that his Pride and Contemp: __ the Lighr 
within, ſhews his Enthiry, ' and 'beſpea $ him an Evil- 
Doer;:.. for, as Chriſt ſaid, it's ſuch as hate the Light : 


And he writes in defence of him thar ſaid, © The Lighr: * 


* within is the greatD:ana,by whagp theJacks of allTra- 
* ders have their Wealth. Hence it is that theſe Crafts- 
«Men ſpeak fo honourably of. the Idol ; grear is the 
*© Quakers Light within. | 

Thus like Herod and Plate, the Presbyterian Libellet 
and this Epiſcopalian Prieſt (tho'I efteem nor all of his 
Mind) can combine together to vent their Scorn and En- 
miry againſtthar he talk the Quakers Light within,which 
they always affirmed to be no other bur rhe Light of Je- 
ſas Chriſt, who is the true light, which lighreth every 


man that cometh into the world, and was before they. 


were, and will be, when all they that hare him ſhall 


be confounded ; he ſhall appear to our joy, and they that 


bate him ſhall be aſhamed, Ila. 66. 


Now, - having prenggſed this, I ſhall proceed to his | 


Pamphler, - more for the ſake of the render and well in- 
clined People in Exon and el{where that may meet there- 
with, than for this Officious Scribler's ſake. And thar 
People's Underitandings may be opened to fee how ſuch 
Teachers, thar hare the Lighr, and that are found in the 


Spirit and Practice of the falſe Prophets, can never pro- * 


fir 
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© YI. Nowthis Man's Coar confidere? ar whoſe Cauſe 
'£ :; he eſpouſerh, I leave to the Judicious to determine, how 
©. - aptly theſe Scriptures are applyeg ro him, and how it 
'*-*- becomes him robe Adyocate for the Presbyrerians, _ 
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fir them arall ; altho by. ufing the good Men's Words, 
that loved and walked in the Light, they ger gain the 
thing that roo many of them more ſeek than Godlineſs. 
And I hope thoſe that peruſe this, will, like the noble 
Bereans, ſearch the Scriprurcs, and ſee whether theſe 
things are ſo or not. 

I. Page 2. he faich, Sir, I have, according to your De- 
fire, peruſed a Paper, printed by John Feild and ]. Barr, 
called, A Reply to an Atheiſtical Libeler. The Author 
whom they ſo call, they charge with concealing his Nah ; 
and then ashs this Queſtion: How then do E know him 
to be an Atheiſtical Libeller ? | 

Anſwer. By his writing atheiſtically, as may be ſeen 
in the roth page of his, and the 2d and 8th of my Scor- 
ner rebuked. Bur this Volenteer of the Church of Eng- 
land, that comes to engage in the Presbyrerian's Quar- 
rel, is ſo eager to fall on, and ſcornful as to term us 
Nbnſenſical, although he had nor the Book by him. 
Bur he, ar the Cloſe of that Paragraph hath quoted a 
Scripture that may well ſuir him;* which I return: 
Though judgments are prepared for ſcorners, yet ſtripes 
are for the back of fools ; for would ever any bur ſuch 
an one have taken the Pains, and expoſed himſelf as he 
harh, roanſwer a pitiful Pamphler, writ, as he ſaith, by 
two of the' Nonſenſical Brotherhood ? But what kin he 
is to that Brotherhood, his Works beſpeak him, and I 
may herein after ſhew. For, | 

In his 2d page, He #ells his Ingenious and worthy Friend 
Mr. William Clapp of Abbors- Wootton, becauſe my 
Friend |. Batt wrote a few Lines by way of Peſts, That 
theſe Gentlemen hunt by Couples, as if they had learn'd of 
their Friends, on the other fide the Water. 

Anſwer, IT hope his ingenious Friend and others will 
have ſo much Ingenuity as to ſee the Sillineſs as well as 
Malice of this Infinuation, for I doubt nor bur ro give 
as many and ſubſtantial Proofs, if need required, of be. 
ing remote in Spirit, Doctrine and Practice from thoſe 
on the other ſide 7, e, Rome, as himſelf ; and ler his war- 
A2 thy 
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thy Friend examine his Call ro the Miniſtry he pretends 
unto, and ſee if he flies not to the other Side of the Wa- 
ter for Proof. 
He alfo faith, Page 1. They charge Men with want of 
Allegiance to Chriſt, that hold it smpoſſile, while they are 
here, perfeF.y to heep his Commands, or to live without 
tranſgreſſing God's Laws. 

Anſiver. From hence I ſhall rake occahon to repeat 
whaz he wrir (that this Parſon writes in defence of) viz, 
the nameleſs Libeller I anfwered. In his Preface he 
writ {currilouſly and fcornfully, and brought in a Quo- 
ration out of Dr. Moor's Myitery of Godlinefs, as he 
ſaid, which he groſly perverted, and thereby abuſed 
bo:h rhe Doctor and us, in adding the Word Quaker- 
i/m, which is nor there, inftead of Familiſm, as may be 
ſeen by thoſe that will ſearch the Doctor's Book, p. 533: 
Fhe Doctor doth nor ſay Quakeriſm, bur Familiſm, is a 
meer Flam of the Devil, a ſmooth Tale to ſeduce the 
Simple from their Allegiance to Chrift. From whence 
I obſerve how they infinuated, That Allegiance was 
due to Chriſt, and he conſequently mnſt be a King or 
Ruler: Yer, faid I, how many are alledging, thar its 
impoſhible, while we are here ro keep Chriſt's Com- 
mands. 'Fhis was to ſhew their Inconfittency with their 
own Pretenlions and Doctrine, firſtrhar Allegiance, 7, e. 
(Fruth and Faithfulneſs) oughr ro be rhe Practice, as 'tis 
the Dury of Chriſt's Diſciples and: God's Children, and 
yer that its impofſible for them to diſcharge that Dury or 
be' found in thar Practice. * 

2.Man of himſelf,or by his own Strength andAbility is 
not able ro do any thing -that is good or well-pleafing ro 
God, which every true Chriſtian muſt acknowledge, be- 
cauſe Chriſt hath ſaid ro his Diſciples, without me ye can 
do nothing: Yer thoſe thar through Faith and Obcdience ' 
become Chriſt's Difciples and"God's Children,are through 
thar Grace and Trath that came by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
. hath appeared ro all Men, taught and enabled to fear 
God, and keep his Commandments, which is the whole 
"*- Duty 


—_—_  ._.. 


| | ; 
Duty of Man, and is that Alegiance which I eſteem we 
all owe unto Jeſus Chriſt, the great King of Heaven 
and Earch, and the mighry Ruler of Princes. 

And I deſire B. Bird, his Friend, and all ro whom 
this may come, ſeriouſly to conlider rhe evil Conſequence 
of ſuch Doctrine, viz. Thar 'ris impoſſible, while Men 
are here, ro keep God's Commands. From whence I 
obſerve, 

I. Ir's contrary to Chriſt's Saying, Matth. 19. 26. and 
Mark 9. 23. If thou can#t believe, all things are poſſible 
to him that believerh, 

II. Ir renders the End of Chriſt's giving himſelf, nor 
ſufficient or poſſible to effect it, viz. That he might redeem 
us from ALL iniquity,ſce Tit.2. 14. 

HE. Ir contradicts Pau!'s Exhorrtation to Titus, v. 15. 
Theſe things ſpeak, and exhort and rebuke with all autho- 
rity, Whar Things? One of which was, That Chri# 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from ALL 
iniquity. 

IV. And its directly contrary to what the Sp'rit of God 
hath declared, Fohn 1.7.” viz.4f w2 walk in the Light, as 
he ts in the Light, we have fellowſhip one with another, 
and the blood of Feſus Chriſt his ſon cleanſeth us from 
ALL fn. : 

V. And it contradicts what B. B. quotes, and the 
Apoſtle declares, 1 Fohn 1.9. If we confeſs our ſins, he 
is faithful and juft to forgive us our ſins, and to cleanſe 
us from ALL unrighteouſneſs. 

VI. Ir renders People unfit ra enter God's Kingdom, 
or going where Chriſt is, as g”_ by Chriſt's own 
Words and the holy Scripture-Teſtimony, Fob» 8. 21, 
Then ſaid Feſus again unto them, I g0 my way, and ye 
ſhall ſeek me, and ſhall dye in your Sins ; and whither I go 
ye cannot come. Vee allo v. 24. And in 1 Cor. 6. 9, I. 
it appears thar the unrighreous cannot inherir the King- 
dom of God, and if its not poſit to be righteous 
while we are here, its not poſſible to enter God's Kings» 
dom, for its ſaid, 1 Fob 3. 7, 3. Little children, let no 

AS ©” ors ina 


wa. montane! 5 y, 


(6) 
man deceive you, he that doth righteouſneſs is righteous, 
even as he is righteous ; he that committeth ſm is of the 
Devil, &c. And 1 Fohn 5. 17. all unrighteouſneſs is fin, 
and ſo is the Breach of God's Law and holy Command- 
ments. 

VII. And laftly, this Doctrine of irs being impoſſible 
to keep God's Commands, or for Chriſtians to live here 
without rranſgrefſing God's Laws, renders the Devil 
more powerful to lead and keep People in fin, than 
Chriſt Jeſus (ro whom all Power both in Heaven and 
Earth is given) is to lead and preſcrve People our of fin, 
and beſpeaks all thoſe unreaſonable Men, chat will ob- 
lige Perſons to promiſe and vow in the Children's Name, 
when baptized (as they call it) thoſe things which they 


do not believe its poſſible ſhould be performed, viz. Thar 


the Child will rencunce the Devil and ALL his Works,and 
conſtantly believe God's hely Ward, and obediently keep his 
Commandmehts. See the Common Prayer, concerning 
the Miniſtration of Baptiſm, when the Prieſt ſaith to 
the Sureries, unſcripturally called God-fathers, 

IT demand therefore, Doſt thou in the Name of this Child 
renounce the Devil and all his Works, the vain Pomps and 
| Glory of 'the World, with all covetous Deſires of the ſame, 
and. the Carnal Deſires of the Fleſh, ſo that thou wilt not 
Follow nor be led by them ? | 

Anſwer, I renounce them all, 

See alſo the 3d and 4th Anſwer, in the Carcchiſm in 
the Common-Prayer-Book. I defire B. Bird and his 
Ingenious Friend may ſeriouſly conſider theſe things, and 
theſe Covenants and Promiſes, and wherher irs reaſon- 
able and juſt that B. Bird ſhould rake Mony of People, 
and oblige them tro PROMISE AND Vow 
on this wiſe thar which he declares it's UNPO S- 
SIBLE to perform; and yer in the Common. Pray- 
er and Collect, on Innocent's Day, prays; O Almighty 
God,- mortifie and kill ALL Vices in us, and ſo ſtrengthen 


us by thy Grace, that by the Innecency of our Lives and 


Conſt ancy of our Faith,even unto DEATH, we may plorifie 
hy Holy,Name, through Feſus Chriſt cur Lord. And 
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And in the Collect of the Circumciſicn of Chrif its 
ſaid, - Almighty God grant us the true Circumciſion of the 
Spirit, that ALL our Hearts, nd ALL OUR 
MEMBERS being mortified frem ALL wvzrldly 
and carnal Luſts, we mayin ALL THINGS. 
obey thy Bleſſed Will,' through the ſame thy Son Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 

gurely it Beny. Bird doth no: believe it poſſible, while 
People live here, to keep God's Commands, or 1.ve 
withour tranſgrefſing God's Law, he doth nor pray in 
Faith; or believe irs poflible ro have 4 LL Vices kil 
led in him, and ALL Carnal and Worldly LU'STS 
mortified ; or that in ALL THINGS us P OS- 
SIBLE for him to obey God's blefſed Will, through 
Jeſus Chrift. If he doth ler him bluſh and be aſhamed 
of venting and publiſhing fuch Do&trine in Print; for 
whar greater Perfection ever did any Quaker tcach or 


. prerend unto in this Life than what's implycd in what's 


afore-quored ? | 
And whar a Man of Senſe this Ben. Bird is, that 


terms Faſper Batt and me nonſenſical, and how concur- 


ring or contradictory he writes, and whar excellenr ſenſe, 
for a concluſion of this Head, rake his own Words, p. 2. 

Gods Commands are not grievous to good Men, THEY 
KEEP THEM WITH ALL THEIR HEARTS ; 
tho' by Reaſon of human Infirmities THEY. FAIL IN 
THE KEEPING OF THEM. 

Mark, they keep them with all their Hearts, tho they 
fail in rhe keeping of them : Is nor this egregious Non- 
ſenſe ? And he farther ſaith in the ſaid Page, And we 
may keep our Allegiance to Chriſt, alth® we cannot live 
without tranſgreſſing God s Law. 

Anſwer. I deny that we can keep in Truth and Faith- 
fulneſs ro Chriit, which I account Allegiance, and yet 
live at the ſame rimc in tranſgreffing againſt God's Law: 
And how agreeable this is ro what the Miniſter 1s to 
read in the Commination, after he hath pronounced the 
Unmercifa!l, Fornicators and Adulterers, Covetous Per- 
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ſons, Idolaters, Slanderers, Drunkards and Extortion- 
ers curſed, and the People have ſaid Amen: I deſire 
him and the Reader to examine and conſider, and alfo 
how agreeable it is to whar is ſaid in miſere mes Deus ? 
viz. Waſh me throughly from my wickedneſs, and cleanſe 
me from my ſin. Thou ſhalt purge me with hyſop, and I 
ſhall be clean, thou ſhalt waſh me and I ſhall be whiter 
than ſnow. | 
In Page 3. he faith, Secondly, John Feild calls the 
Author of the Saucineſs of a Seducer rebuked, a Scribling 
Libelter ; and charges him with Blaſphemy again#t the 
Light within, which he ſaith, 7s no other than the Light 
of Chrift Feſus; Burt this had need be well proved. 
Anſwer. I hope thoſg that read my Anſwer will find, 
in Þ. 5,6, 7,8. TI have proyed by Scripture-Teſtimony, 
Thar. the Life in the Word; by which all things were 
made,is the true Light thar lighteth every Man thar com- 
cth into the World ; or as it may be read, . the true 
Light, thar enligrneth every Man that cometh into the 
World : And it was this Light within, or the Light of 
Chriſt within, that Foſ. Nott, whom he-quores, exhort- 
ed his Reader to mind or believe in: And I hope he is 
excuſable for this, it being according to Chriſt's Do- 
Etrine, andto what 1s ſaid in the Common: Prayer, for 
this Prieſt himſelf, at the Celebration of the Commu- 
nion is directed to fay to the Communicants, That we 
dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt in us, we are one with Chrift 
and,Chrijt is cne with us. And if Chriſt be in us, then 
the Light 1s in us, for he is the Light of the World : 
; And this I ſhewed in my former. Bur if B. Bird had 
not my Book by him when he wrote it, and did it on 
Memory, he might forget. And in p.2. he confeſſes, I 
have not the Bock by me at preſent, but to the beſt of my 
remembrance, &C. © 
Bur Ben. Bzrd ſaith, this had necd be well proved ; 
and adds, 'T1s not enough fer Men to ſay 'tis the Light of 
Chriſt. Bur let me ask this learned Doctor, If he hath 
obtair.ed that Title, what need I have to, prove it, =_ 
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he hath nor taken the Confidence here to deny ir, but 
quores Luke 16.15. If the Light that is in thee be darkneſs, 
how great is that darkneſs: And then ſaith, This may- 
be your Caſe. 
Anſwer. And it may nor, for that which may be may 
nor be; and I may return, Prov, 18. 7. and fay, If 4 
fools lips enter into contenticn, and his mouth calleth for 
Streaks, This may be thy Caſe. 

3- P-3- B. Bird ſaith, I charge the Difſenters with 
coming ro Church to ſave their 20 / per Month. 

Anſwer. The occation I mentioned this was, becauſe 
the Libeller ſaid thus, Thar ſince they, z. e. Quakers, 
felt the warmrh of Toleration, they {warmed among 
us; Which ſavoured fo much of Enmity and a Perſe- 
cuting Ypirir, 

Thar I rold him we alſo had felt the Laſhes and Seve- 
riry of his Brethren, the Hear of their Anger, for ir 
was fierce, the Warmth of their Wrath, for it 
was cruel, who did both Whip, Brand,” cur off Ears 
and Hanged in New England, when Power was in their 
Hands------And how their Meeting-houſes were empry 
and ſhur up, their Preachers abſconded, their Flocks 
ſcartered in rime of Perſecurion : And then Paul's Basket 
was remembred ; then their Chriſtian Policy was us'd ; 
then ro Church for fear of 20/ per Month ; or leſt 
they ſhould be excommunicated and ſuffer Impriſoment. 

Bur this officious Advocate ſcems offended at this, and - 
ſairh, p. 3. The moſt learned of the Diſſenters hold it law<- 
ful to joyn with us in our publick Worſhip, tho' they 
count it their Duty to improve their Talents, and not hide 
them in a Napkin, now they have the Countenance of Au» 
thority to. preach the Geſpel in licenſed Houſes, 

Anſwer. Obſerve firſt the account this Man gives of 
the Presbyrerian Preachers, and how he renders them 
like that unfairhful Servant the Lord :judged. See 
Matt. 25.25. and Luke 19. 24, for hiding his Talenr, 
for he granrs thar when they had not the Countenance 
of Authoriry they hid their Talents in a Napkin 5 Þur 
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now. they have it, preach the Coſpet in licenſed Houſes. 
Secondly, Obſerve, he grants they Peach rhe Goſpel, 
and' then what are thoſe and thcir Portion, that ar 
any time Perſecute ſuch for that Cauſe ? (ſurely the 
Men of this Man's Coat will not thank him for this, for 
if the Church of England have impriſoned Perſons for 
Preaching of the Golpel, whar dcrh this leſs than render 
them Perlecutors ? So his Officiouſneſs in this Caſe with 
tacſe Notes, I ſhall leave to the Determination of the 
unprejudiced. : 

Concerning what this Author ſaith of the Light with- 
in, which we believe in and profeſs, viz. Jeſus Chriſt 
the true light,” and only begorren Son of the Eternal 
God, I ſhall ncxr rake norice of. 

Page 4. he faith, This Light the Eunuch had not, and 
therefore Philip did not ſend him to it. 2. And when 
Chriſt was riſen frem the Dead, and travelled with the 
two Diſciples towards Emmaus, he did not ſend them to 
the Light in their ewn Hearts and Conſciences, to know him 
by. 3. Page 5. The Fews were direfted by the Light with- 
in to kill the Diſciples of cur Lord, and thought they did 
Ged good Seivice in doing it. 4. Men may follow ſuch 
a Lig't within into the Land of Darkneſs. 5. there are 
many thinss needful for Men to know, which we cannot at- 
tain unto by the Light within, 6. That Light which is in 
him (i. e. John Feild) was not before the Scriptures, for if 
3t be worthy theName of Light it came from theScriptures. 

Anſwer. ] deny all this, and if B. Bird intends all 

eſcExceprions againſt that Divine Light which the Peo- 

le called Quakers profeſs ro believe in, and which their 

eachers are fenr of God, tro turn People's Minds unto, 
and which rhcy exhorr People ro mind and believe in, 
he is as blaſphemous as the Libeller he wrires in Defence 
of ;' whom I in my former blamed for ſcoffing at the 
Light of Jeſs Chriſt. See page 4. And ſeeing, in page 
.4. of B. B:rd's, he faith, I ſhould have ſo much Charity 
as to think, that the Author doth not think it to be the 


Light of Chri/t, I farther ſay, if that Author. did a 
ES this 
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this Author doth nor intend the Lighr of Jeſus Chrift, 
which lighteth every Man that cometh into the World, 
and which God ſent Paultorurn People to ; See ARs 26. 
18. And which Chritt preach'd, Fohn 12: 46, and which 
he exhorted to believe in, ſee Fohn 12. 36. For it 
is he thar we Preach. Believe in,and expect Salvation by, 
and by no other Name nor Light ; and if this Author 
means nctrhis Light, the means not rhe Light we believe 
in and profeſs ; bur if he means and intends this Light, 
z.e. Jeſus Chriſt, I abſolu:e!y deny every one of them, 
as aforeſaid, and hereby charge him ro be a Biaſphemer, 
and return on him whar he ſaith ro me abour this Lighr, 
inp. 3- 'Tis nor enovgh for Men to ſay, 'tis not the 
Light of Chriſt, that we have within, or that ſhines in 
ours and all Men's Hearts, - and manitelit to all reprov- 
able things, and ſhews whar is Gocd and what is Evil, 
that doth that for every Man, that the Scriptures. of 
themſelves nor noMan can do for another. I fay 
1:5 not encughto ſay this is not the Light ofChriſt,orChritt 
the true Lighr, chat lighteth every Man that cometh into 
the World; butby plain Proof to make it appear if they 
can, which I know they are no mcre able ro do than to 
hinder the Sun from ſhining nor the Wind from Blowing. 
And therefore the Teachers amongſt the People called 
Quakers, exhorr People ro mind,love and receive, ro be- 
lieve and walk in this divine Light, that will do thar for 
rhem which no other can, it will ſhew them their 
Thoughts, diſcover their Conditions, ler them fee 
they are Sinners, and thar they cannor ſave them- 
ſelves. And as they believe in this Light, are 
rely ſorry for their Sins, and unfeignedly repent of 
them, and come to walk in this Light, they will have 
the Benefit of the Death and Suffering of the Lord Jeſus 
Ckrift, that dyed for our Sins, and roſe again for our 
Juſtification, and experience his Blood ro cleanſe them 
from ALL Unrighteouſneſs, and may come to find Peace 
be firred for God's Kingdom, and know Salvation ro 
their ingmortal and neyer-dying -Souls: Bur thoſe _ 
re 
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_ rebel againſt it do evil and hare it, and will not receive 


nor believe in ir, nor bring their Deeds to it, if they 
were as wile as Achitophel, as learned as Gamaliel, and 
could live ro the Age of Methuy/alem, they can never 
know true Peace, nor enter into God's Kingdom, Burt 
will be puniſhed, with everlaſting Deſtruction from the 
Glory of his Power, 
2 Theſſ. 1.9. and will be rurned into ourter Darkneſs ; 
where the Weeping andGnaſhing of Teeth is, Mat.$. 12. 
Therefore ler all have a care they do nor hate 
it, nor Tebel againſt ir, nor continue in any thing thar 
this Light manifeſts ro them ro be contrary ro the Will 
of God, bur believe in it, that they may receive Power 
ro do that which ir ſhews them they ought ro do, and 
become the Sons of God : And if B. Bird will bur dili- 
ently and reverently read the Goſpel in the Common» 
Prayer, which 1s to. be read on Chriſtmas-day, he may 
find this DoQtrine rhroughly proved ; and*this Exhor- 
ration in the Comminarion, viz. Let us, while we have 
the Light, believe in the Light, and walk as the Children 
of the Light, that we be not caſt into utter Darkneſs, 
where is Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth. 

The next thing I obſerve is his quarreHing abour the 
Scriptures ; concerning which he ſick, page 5. which 
was p. 9. of my former, viz. That Chriſt's Light is to 
be preferred, becauſe it was before the Scriptures. - 

Anſwer. Yes ſo it is and ſo doth B. Bird confcſs, . for 
he ſaich, they were given us by Chriſt, then Chriſt was 
before them, and is worthy to be preferred above the 
Scriptures, which B.B. faich were given us by Chrilt, 
See p. 6. and will he prefer the Gift before the giver? 

And in p. 6. he faith, I charge thoſe thar take rhe 
anenres for their only Rule of Faith and Obedience, 
as if they did ſer them above the Spirir, and above 
Chriſt. Bur he quotcs no page of my Book : However 
B. Bird ſaith, This is a falle Charge, for they are giyen 
us by Chriſt, | : 


Anſwer, 


_— 


* — 


. . 
RT — ee EET” —_—_— 
= . 


. 
ou Aon 80wO oo $2 ie te » A Po en, No — AF 
* 


| (13) | 
Anſwer. Then Chriſt was before the Scriptures, as afores« 
faid, and B. Bird grants it : Where then is the Falſneſs of the 
Charge ? And why is he Angry if he prefers the Spirit of 
God for the firſt great or ſupreme Rule of his Children ? Pll 
grant him that the Holy Scriptures, that were wrote by Holy 
Men,as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, are the ſecondary 
and ſubordinate Rule. What falſe DcAtrine is there in this ? 
And in Þ. 6. B. B, faith, Chriſt ſends us 10 the Holy Scripture 
ro ſearch for bim, and not to the Light that is within ; and ubere- 
fore we beve reaſon to bearken 10 him, and not 10 thoſe that would 
draw us from 1h:m 10 ſomething better in our own Hearts and Con- 
ſeiences, which we ſhould keep cloſe to, 
Anſwer, The firſt part, relating to what Chrift ſaid, Fobr 
5+ 39, 40. 1 grant that Chriſt's Words, Search or ye ſearch, &c. 
do not carry any Reproof in them for their Searching the Scri- 
Ptures, but for their not coming to him the true Light, and 
thinking to have Eternal Life in the Scriptures : For, ſaid he, 
They are they that teflifie of me, and then blamed them that 
they would not cume to him, that they might have life, ſo 
that he did principally delire they might come to him the 
true Light, that ſhines in their Hearts and Conſciences, and 
which is ſomething berter than the Scriptures, that teſtifie of 
him,altho* B. Bird is not willing to hearken to them that would 
draw him to ſomething better than the Scriptures, O ſtrange? 
iS this the Man that faith we ſhould keep to Fobn 5.39,40« 
and yet will not come to Chrift, which is ſomething benter 
than the Scriptures; for altho* they he ſpoke to, thought to 
have Eternal Life, they were miftaken : And if B. B. thinks 
ſo, he is miſtaken; for he cannot have Eternal Lite, tull he 
comes to Chrift the true Light, and believesand walks there 
in, which is the ſome thing, better than the Scriptures, which 
B. B. ſaith, he hath more Reaſon to hearken to. And] hear« 
tily wiſh 5.B.did fo and that allPeople did pradtiſe and believe 
according to, Holy Scriptures. ; 
And in p. 7 he ſaith, He, 7. e. John Feild, finds Fault with 
many, ſaying, we cannot tell wherber we bave the Spirit of God 
in us, but bythe Scripture; but can he or any one elſe 1ell how we 
ſhall. know the Spirit of Truth to be in us but by the Scriptures of Truth, 
Anſwer, Yes, by its own Evidence and Work in our Hearts, 
becauſe that is not wanting to do that inus,whichChriſt,who is 
the Truth promiſed it ſhould,ſee Fobn 16.7 — 13-He did not lay 
theScriptures ſhould convince of Sin,&c.buttheSpirit of Truth, 


which thoſe that wrote Scriptures were moved by, and Dy w_ 
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Spirit, and the Light thereof,” thoſe that never ſee or hear 
the Scriptures may know Good and Evil { ſee Rom.) yea' God 
and the Things of God, as well as thoſe di1 that were befure 
the Scriptures were, as A/wm, Enoch, Abraham and Moſes, 
who my Antagoniſts grant to have had immediate Converſe 
with God. And ſure that muft be by the Sptrit, and as God 
and his Spirit changeth nor, ſo he can and doth by his Spirit 
let us know we are of God, as Primitive Chriſtians did, and 
that the whole World lies in Wickedneſs, 

In p. 6. be faith, I iske<d what damnable Errors the Qua- 

kers hold.? And B. B, ſaith, It bim read John Faldo's Book, 
caled, Quakeriſm no Chriſtianity, and Thomas Danſon's The 
Quaker's Folly. an4 bis Synoptis of Quakeriſm,, 
Anſwer. Obſerve how he recommends me to our Adverſa« 
Tics Books for Proof, would he have me refer him to thoſe 
Eooks that Papifts or Presbyterians have writ againſt the 
Church of England, for proof that their Dottrines are Erro- 
neous and Damnable? This ſhews his Folly as well as Enmi- 
ty, and chat he is not wiſe but otherwiſe, in that he would 
have Judgment againſt us, by falſe Accuſations ; much like 
the High Priefts and wicked Jews, that when they heard the 
Falſ- Wirnefi-s accuſe our Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, cry- 
ed out, #7 is guilty of Death. But I hope the Wile and Judi- 
cious will hear and read our Anſwers, and confider our Pete nce 
before they conclude us guilty, altho this Prieft Bird and ſome 
others agree to condemn vs, and {uch that are willing to be fo 
juſt to us I refer to our Anſwers, viz. Quakeriſm 4 new Nitk- 
N ime for old Chriſtianity, by W. Penn; And Ruſticus ad Acade- 
'micos, by Sam. Fiſher. 

There is one thing more this Ruſte Advocate is offended with 
me for, which I ſhall now take notice of, and anſwer, and then 
conclude. In page 7 he ſaith, Fohn Fetld calls upon all to ceaſe 
from'Ven and their Teachers, that are in their Carnal State 
' and Earthly Wiſdom, and Dark Conceivings, and to turn their 
Minds inward to the Saving Light of the Lard Jeſus Chriſt, - 
And then faith, What is this but 4 Cheat (put up3n Men, 10 call 
them to turn to 4 Light within them that us not there? 

Anſwey, 1 deny this, for if there be no Light there's no 
Sight, and if no Sight no Knowledge;, if no Knowledge Peo» 

le will Periſh and Dye. But as I live, ſaith the Lord God, 1 
ave n» pleaſure in the deathof the wicked, but tht the wicked turn 
from by way and live, (ee Ext. 33. 11. And that he might 
not periſh, he aath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is good ; =_ 
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what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and 10 
love mercy, and walk humbly with thy God, by which it appears, 
there is Lightin Men, and that gives Light and Knowledge ; 
for as the Apoſtle ſaith, Eph. «. 13. All things that are re- 
proved, are made manifeſt by the Light ; for whatſoever doth make 
manifeſt is Light, And this Light is that true Light that 
lighteth every Man that cometh into the World, which ſhews 
Man his DUTT, and manifeſts all things approved, diſcovers 
the thoughts of the Heart, and ſhews: the ſecret Intents, ' 
Corruptions and Lufts that lodge in the evil Reart, out of 
which proceeds, as Chrift ſaich, Mat. 15. 19. Evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteri:s, fornications, befts, falſe witmeſs, blaſphemies. 
The two latter of which have proceeded out of B. Bird's evil 
heart, by ſaying, lt's a Cheat to call People to turn their. 
Minds inward to the ſaving Light of the Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
And it was this I Exhorted all to turn their Minds inward 


, unto, knowing that this Light is ſaving, and believing what 


Fohn ſaith in the Revel, 21. 24. That the Nations of them which 
are ſaved, ſhall walk in the Light of it. Therefore, in great 
Love and good Will to all I did, and do exhort, as Chrift our, 
Lord did, Fohn 12. 36. To believe in it, that they may become 
the Children of #t, and by believing in it, may receive the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the*face of Jetns Chrift 3 
For God who commanded the light to (bine out of darkneſs, bath 
fhined in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledze of rhe 
glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chrift, 2 Cor. 4. 6. that we may 
come to have this TI reafure in our earthen Vetlels, which by 
hearing and following Men in their carnal Srarte and earthly 
Wiſdom, and dark concetvings, none can ever attain unto, 
* Ch, therefore, Icannot but in great Love and tender goed 
Will to the Souls of all, call unto them to ceaſe from Men and 
their Teachings that are in that carnal Stare and dark Cone 
cetvings, notwithſtanding pag. 8 B. Bird ſanh, Chriſt hath 
commilſſoned and promiſed to ſtand by the Teachings of Men, 
to the end of the World; yet 1 affirm its not Men in their 
carnal State,” earthly Wiſdom and dark Conce:vings, altho* B, 
Bird, that pretends to be a Minifter of the Goſpel, doth ſo 
affirm, p. 8. viz. Thefe Teachings of Men, which you cry down, 
are in order to work Faith in them that believe, and for wan of theſe 
Teachings of Men (i. e. in their carnal State and dark Conceiv= 
ings) millions of Soul: periſh everlaftingly For where there is no 
Vition the people periſh. And now ſectng the Teachings of Men 
are in order 10 the Salvation of their H:arers; Are nit you employed 
bp the Devil, 10 take Men off from thoſe Teachings that are jo de- 
firuttive 10 bis Kingdom, | Anſw, 
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Anſw. I deny, as before, the Teachings of Men in theit cas, 2 
ma] $:are are in order to work Faith, altho* He affirms it is, 
and that in them that believe; mind the inconſiſtency; to work * 
Faith in them that haye Faith; oh! what a Minifter is this, 
Agd41 charge it on him for Untruth) j.e. chat millions of Souls 
- periſh everlaſtingly. for want of theſe Teathings, 06 that,ſuch 
Teachings of Men are in order to Salvation of their Hearers, 
and deny that.me are imployed by th:Devi',to tgkeMey off from: 
thoſe Teachings that aredeftruftive ro his Kingdom,” . This is 
another: Falſhood. For our Chriſtian. Endeavours,by. the - 
Grace of God are, to bring People to know the Teachings of 
God and Jeſus Chrift by- his Grace and 'Spirit in their own 
Hearts, and from under'the Teachings of- ſuch Men, that are 
not ſent of God, and to his Teachings, which will be deftrutive 
to the Devil's Kingdom, and be in order to eftabliſh them in 
Righteouſneſs, in which God's Kingdom ſtands, and will tend 
to bringPeople off from any longer dealing with the Merchants 
of Babylon, or buying their Metchandize any more, or follow- 
ing thoſe that-run, and God never ſent them; for they cannot 
profit the People at all, that are in the ſpirit and praftice of 
thoſe that God by his Prophet cryed againft, That teach for 
hire; and divine for  mony: See Mich. 4. 11. And Feremich 
faith, cb. 5. 30, 31. 4 wonderful and borrible thing is committed in 
the Land, the Prophets propheſie falſly , and the. Prieſts bear rule by 
their means, and my People Jove 10 have it ſo, and what will you do 
in the end thereof ; Oh,therefore,it was and is from ſuchMen 
and their Teachings, that 1 did and docall all to ceaſe from, and 
invite them to come to Jeſus Chriſt, and that grace and truth 
that- is come by him, and appears to all, and is revealed in the 
hearts and inward parts; its this I would have them learn of, 
that they may be taught as the primitive Chriftians were, to 
deny all ungodlineſs and worldly Iyſfts,, and to live ſoherly, righteouſly 
and zodly in this preſent world, « that ſo they may eſcape the Wrath 
of God that is revealed from Heaven agzinſt all unrighteouſ- 
neſs of Men, may know pzace and find favour with God, and 
through the belief of the Truth may. com? to experience the 


Saniification of the Spirit, and ſo be fitted for an entrance into, 
God's Kingdom, an41 while here, may be fed with that Bread that 
comes down from Heaven, and not ſpend their Mony for that 
which is not Bread, nor their Labour for that which ſarisficeb 
not, but hearken and hear the Call of Gad*s Grace and Votee of 
Chrift in their Hearts, that their Souls may come to live, and 
that for evermore, is the ſincere deſire of bim 1bat defires the 
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